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WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 
RIO  GRANDE  AND  CANADIAN  DRAINAGE  BASINS 
April  1,  19^2 


The  snow-melt  .season  riinoff  oi  the  Rio  Grande  and  its 
tributaries  in  San  Luis  Valley  >Jill  be  very  high.  Similar 
runoff  may  be  expected  on  the  Rio  Chama  above  El  Vado 
Reservoir.    On  other  New  Mexico  tributaries  stream  flow 
will  range  from  well  above  norraal  in  the  extreme  north  to 
just  belox^r  normal  near  Taos  and  Santa  Fe,    Soil  moisture 
conditions  in  irrigated  areas  along  the  Rio  Grande  are 
described  as  fair  to  poor.    Current  flox-i  of  the  Rio  Grande 
is  reported  as  slightly  above  normal. 


RIO  GRANDE 

Record  high  snow  xiiater  content  measurements  were  obtained  on  practically  all 
of  the  snow  courses  on  the  Colorado  portion  of  the  Rio  Grande  drainage  on 
April  1,  19^2,    The  increase  for  the  month  of  March  was  above  average  for  the 
extreme  high  elevation  courses  such  as  Wolf  Creek  Pass.    At  elevations  of  9,000 
to  9,500  feet  the  snow  wat2r  content  was  about  the  same  as  for  March  1.  There 
was  considerable  evidence  of  cielting  which  has  been  cutting  down  the  extreme 
soil  moisture  deficiency  of  the  mountain  soils.    The  snow  melt  season  discharge 
of  the  Rio- Grande  and  particularly  the  Conejos  and  Alamosa  Rivers  i-d-ll  probably 
equal  or  exceed  any  seasonal  record  for  total  flow.    A  similar  condition  may 
be  expected  on  the  Culebra  River,    Soil  moisture  conditions  in  San  Luis  Valley 
are  described  as  fair  to  good. 

In  northern  New  Mexico  the  snow  water  increase  diiring  March  was  less  than 
normal.    There  was  some  loss  of  vrater  on  most  courses.    This  loss  during  Harch 
occurs  in  many  years  and  might  be  considered  as  near  normal.    Snow-melt  season 
runoff  of  the  Rio  Chama  and  other  streams  originating  in  the  same  area  will 
be  much  above  average.     From  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range,  well  above  normal 
summer  flows  should  occur  on  Costilla  Creek  and  Red  River,    Normal  to  less 
than  normal  flow  may  be  expected  from  the  southern  tributaries  between  Taos 
and  Santa  Fe,    Precipitation  in  the  Middle  Rio  Grande  Valley  has  been  deficient 
and  soil  moisture  conditions  are  described  as  vsry  poor. 

For  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  there  is  less  than  100,000  acre-feet  stored  in 
Elephant  Butte.    This  is  inadequate  for  irrigation  needs  before  the  usual 
snow  melt  season.    Soil  moisture  conditions  in  the  irrigated  areas  are  poor. 

Snow-melt  runoff  on  the  Pecos  and  Cajiadian  watersheds  irill  be  limited  except 
for  the  Eagles. Nest  area.    An  improved  irrigation  xiiater  supply  may  be  expected 
on  Canadian  River  tributaries. 


WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 

In  Percent  of  Normal 
April  1,  1952 
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Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


